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Iraq:  Five  Years  Later 


The  narrative  of  war  is  compelling.  In  this  narrative, 
U.S.  military  power  won  the  Cold  War  and  estab¬ 
lished  this  country  as  the  "essential"  superpower. 

And  now  the  U.S.  military  response  to  the  attacks  of 
September  11  is  keeping  "terrorists"  away  from  U.S. 
shores. 

But  this  narrative  misstates  essential  facts  and  estab¬ 
lishes  a  false  baseline  that  is  driving  U.S.  policy  off 
a  cliff.  The  U.S.  did  not  "win"  the  Cold  War.  Histo¬ 
rians  now  acknowledge  the  Soviet  Union  fell  apart 
as  a  result  of  internal  contradictions  exacerbated  by 
an  overinvestment  in  the  arms  race  at  the  cost  of 
human  needs. 

In  the  1990s,  the  military  power  of  the  U.S.  played 
no  role  in  the  end  of  apartheid  in  South  Africa.  And, 
even  with  the  most  powerful  military  in  the  world, 
the  U.S.  was  unable  or  unwilling  to  prevent  or  con¬ 
tain  deadly  conflicts  in  Somalia  and  Rwanda. 

Yet  the  narrative  of  war  persists.  As  the  fifth  anni¬ 
versary  of  the  U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq  approaches 
on  March  19,  Congress  should  take  a  hard  look 
at  its  results.  The  invasion  and  ongoing  occupa¬ 
tion  have  undermined  support  for  the  U.S.  around 
the  world  and  helped  anti-U.S.  extremist  groups 
recruit  new  members. 

We  at  FCNL  will  be  urging  your  representatives  to 
consider  the  direct  cost  of  the  war,  in  terms  of  lives 
and  resources,  and  to  account  for  the  lost  opportuni¬ 
ties  that  result  from  devoting  so  much  time,  energy, 
and  blood  to  this  invasion  and  occupation.  In  this 
newsletter,  we  attempt  to  add  up  the  direct  and  indi¬ 
rect  costs  of  the  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

Assessing  the  cost  of  war  is  always  difficult. 

How  much  value  does  one  put  on  the  lives  lost  by 
Iraqis  or  the  millions  who  have  lost  their  homes? 


How  much  value  does  one  put  on  the  lives  of  the 
nearly  4,000  U.S.  military  troops  who  have  died  or 
the  disruption  in  the  lives  of  millions  of  people  who 
have  or  had  family  members  serving  in  Iraq?  No 
amount  of  money  can  make  up  for  a  father,  mother, 
or  friend  who  is  no  longer  there. 

The  financial  costs  of  the  war  are  easier  to  calculate. 
As  the  articles  in  this  newsletter  document,  the  direct 
and  indirect  costs  of  the  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghani¬ 
stan  total  about  $1.4  trillion  dollars  so  far.  Included  in 
this  number  is  about  $700  billion  already  appropriat¬ 
ed  by  Congress  to  fund  the  wars  and  the  $750  billion 
the  U.S.  will  have  to  spend  in  coming  decades  to  care 
for  the  veterans  already  wounded. 

These  expenditures,  while  mostly  approved  as  "sup¬ 
plemental"  spending  bills  and  thus  not  included  in 
the  regular  budget  process,  are  driving  up  the  fed¬ 
eral  budget  deficit  and  squeezing  expenditures  in 
other  areas.  When  we  looked  at  what  the  U.S.  could 
have  done  with  the  money  if  this  country  weren't 
spending  $14  billion  a  month  in  Iraq,  the  results  are 
staggering:  fully  fund  U.S.  diplomatic  initiatives, 
double  non-military  foreign  aid,  help  hurricane  vic¬ 
tims  in  the  South,  provide  student  loans  to  college 
students,  and  provide  health  insurance  to  9  million 
children. 

This  year,  your  members  of  Congress  will  be  voting 
on  President  Bush's  request  for  hundreds  of  billions 
of  dollars  in  additional  money  for  war.  Please  urge 
your  elected  representatives  to  take  a  hard  look  at 
the  results  of  the  spending  to  date  before  they  waste 
even  more  dollars  on  the  false  narrative  of  military 
power.  ■ 
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What  We  Were  Thankful  for 
in  2007 


Congress  turned  off  the  lights  and  went  home  in  late  December  after 
failing  to  challenge  President  Bush's  war  policies  in  Iraq.  But  as  we  at 
FCNL  look  back  on  the  year,  we  recognize  Congress  has  changed  federal 
government  policies  on  several  key  issues  that  FCNL  has  lobbied  on  this 
year.  Here  are  some  examples;  check  our  website  for  more  details. 

No  New  Nuclear  Weapons:  Congress  eliminated  all  funding  for  the 
administration's  proposed  new  nuclear  bomb,  the  "Reliable  Replace¬ 
ment  Warhead"  program  (RRW).  The  president  signed  the  legislation  just 
before  the  New  Year. 

Cluster  Bomb  Export  Moratorium:  Congress  approved,  and  the  presi¬ 
dent  signed,  a  one-year  ban  on  the  export  of  most  types  of  cluster  bombs. 

Steps  to  Reduce  Energy  Consumption:  Congress  approved,  and  the 
president  signed,  an  energy  bill  that  raises  vehicle  fuel  economy  stan¬ 
dards  to  35  miles  per  gallon  by  2020  -  the  first  such  increase  since  1975. 

Boosting  Help  for  the  Poor,  Students:  Congress  approved,  and  the  presi¬ 
dent  signed,  legislation  that  restores  funding  for  programs  providing 
home  heating  assistance  to  the  poor;  student  aid;  and  supplemental  nutri¬ 
tion  for  poor  women,  infants,  and  children  that  was  cut  during  the  last 
five  years.  ■ 


Simplify  Your  Giving  —  Become  an  FCNL  Sustainer 

Help  sustain  FCNL  every  month.  Transferring  your  contribution  elec¬ 
tronically  from  your  bank  account  or  credit  card  to  FCNL  saves  you 
time  and  makes  your  dollars  go  further  for  FCNL.  Here  are  some  of 
the  benefits: 

■  Your  automatic  monthly  gift  will  be  recorded  on  your  bank  state¬ 
ment,  and  FCNL  will  send  you  a  year-end  statement  —  and  a  very 
large  "thank  you"! 

■  You  will  no  longer  receive  regular  FCNL  fund  appeals. 

■  Your  contribution  will  be  spread  throughout  tine  year  and  save 
you  the  trouble  of  writing  checks. 

■  FCNL  will  receive  steady  income  throughout  the  year  and  will 
save  money  on  paperwork  and  postage. 

You  can  start  contributing  through  the  Sustainer  Program  with  a  mini¬ 
mum  gift  of  $10  per  month.  Find  out  more  or  request  an  application 
form  by  contacting  Julia  Hejl  at  FCNL  (julia@Tcnl.org  or  202-547-<}000, 
x  2538).  Or  find  the  application  form  online  at  www.fcnl.oig  by  click¬ 
ing  on  "How  to  Give." 
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How  Can  We  Count  the  Cost  of  the  War  in  Iraq? 

Once  vibrant  cities  are  described  as  "urban  ghost  All  three  estimates  suffer  from  the  challenges  of  war 

towns,"  millions  have  fled  their  homes  to  safer  parts  itself.  Death  records  aren't  always  kept,  bodies  are 
of  the  country  or  to  other  countries,  families  who  not  always  identified,  and  causes  of  death  are  hard 

cannot  flee  hide  in  their  homes,  many  neighbor-  to  know.  And  none  of  these  estimates  includes  data 

hoods  and  some  whole  regions  lack  access  to  drink-  from  some  of  the  most  violent  montlis  in  the  history' 

able  water,  and  electricity  in  Baghdad  is  reported  to  of  the  war  -  the  last  half  of  2006  and  the  first  few 

be  available  only  a  few  hours  a  day.  months  of  2007. 


Tabulating  the  cost  of  the  U.S.  invasion  and  occu¬ 
pation  of  Iraq  is  not  easy.  The  Iraq  Body  Count,  a 
British  non-governmental  organization  that  gleans 
its  figures  from  press  accounts,  sets  the  number  of 
civilian  deaths  in  Iraq  at  47,668  between  March  2003 
and  June  2006.  A  Johns  Hopkins  University  study 
released  in  October  2006  concluded  that  601,027 
civilians  had  died  from  war-related  violence  or 
disease  during  the  same  time  period.  The  World 
Health  Organization  issued  a  new  survey  in  Janu¬ 
ary  2008  that  estimates  betv^^een  104,000  and  223,000 
Iraqi  civilians  have  died  of  violence,  with  more  than 
half  of  the  violent  deaths  occurring  in  Baghdad. 


Whatever  the  exact  number,  tens  of  thousands  of 
Iraqi  civilians  would  be  alive  today  if  the  United 
States  had  not  invaded  Iraq.  Yet  this  is  only  one 
snapshot  of  the  full  cost  of  the  war.  The  cost  to  Iraq 
is  incalculable. 

U.S.  Soldiers  Pay  a  Heavy  Price 

The  cost  to  the  U.S.  is  smaller  in  some  ways,  but  it 
is  born  most  heavily  by  U.S.  military  troops.  As  of 
January  11,  2008,  3,915  U.S.  soldiers  had  lost  their 
lives  in  this  conflict.  A  total  of  1.6  million  U.S. 
military  personnel  have  been  sent  to  Iraq  at  some 
time  during  this  war,  and  160,000  were  in  Iraq  in 
early  January  2008.  These  sol- 
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diers  and  their  families  have 
all  struggled  with  anxieties 
and  stresses  that  the  rest  of 
the  nation  does  not  share. 

U.S.  taxpayers  all  share  the 
financial  cost  of  this  war. 

In  five  years,  the  U.S.  has 
already  spent  more  on  the 
Iraq  war  than  the  total  spent 
on  the  sixteen-year  Vietnam 
conflict.  According  to  the  Con¬ 
gressional  Research  Service, 
total  U.S.  spending  on  the 
war  in  Iraq  from  March  2003 
through  December  2007  was 
$626.6  billion.  Congress  has 
since  added  $70  billion  as  a 
"bridge  fund."  As  the  chart  at 
left  shows,  the  monthly  cost 
of  this  war  has  been  rising 
steadily  since  the  president 
first  sent  troops  into  Iraq. 


Source:  Congressional  Research  Service 


(continued  on  page  4) 
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Cost  of  Iraq  War  (continued  from  page  3) 

A  Year's  Worth  of  Opportunity  Costs 

In  the  spring  of  2008,  Congress  will  be  asked  to  vote 
on  another  request  for  billions  of  additional  dollars 
for  the  war  and  occupation  of  Iraq  and  to  consider 
legislation  providing  hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars 
to  continue  the  war  through  2009. 

If  Congress  would  stop  funding  the  war,  $14.5  billion 
a  month  could  be  spent  to  meet  other  pressing  needs 
in  the  United  States  and  the  world. 

In  February,  Congress  could  allocate  enough  funds 
to  retool  the  State  Department  to  focus  more  on 
preventing  war.  The  department  could  fill  the  10 
percent  of  diplomatic  posts  that  are  now  empty  and 
begin  recruiting  and  training  diplomatic  personnel 
and  civilian  professionals  to  help  address  regional 
conflicts  before  they  erupt  into  violence.  The  State 
Department's  entire  diplomatic  budget  is  now  about 
$9  billion. 

After  doubling  the  department's  foreign  affairs  bud¬ 
get,  the  U.S.  could  pay  off  the  nearly  $2  billion  in 
arrears  owed  to  the  U.N.  for  peacekeeping.  And,  the 


FCNL  Now  Accepting 
Intern  Applications 

"My  FCNL  internship  has  allowed  me  to  interact 
with  active  and  engaged  people  across  the  country. " 

-Roary  Snider,  2006-2007  intern. 

FCNL  is  now  accepting  applications  for  its 
2008-2009  internships.  Prospective  interns  can 
find  an  application  online  at  www.fcnl.org/ 
young/  intern. 

FCNL  offers  several  full-time,  paid  internships 
each  year.  Interns  work  with  senior  staff  in  the 
legislative,  communications,  or  grassroots  out¬ 
reach  (field)  programs  for  11  months,  beginning 
in  August  or  September.  Candidates  should  have 
a  bachelor's  degree  or  equivalent  experience. 
Interns  receive  full  health  care  and  dental  cover¬ 
age,  paid  sick  leave  and  vacation,  and  a  public 
transportation  stipend. 

Applications  are  due  March  10,  2008. 


president  would  still  have  enough  money  to  offset 
some  of  the  debt  accumulated  by  war  spending. 

In  March,  Congress  could  double  the  non-military 
aid  the  U.S.  invests  in  other  countries  through  the 
Agency  for  International  Development  and  multi¬ 
lateral  agencies  (currently  about  $9.7  billion.)  The 
U.S.  could  invest  extra  dollars  in  the  struggle  against 
AIDS  in  Africa  and  still  have  money  left  to  offset  the 
accumulated  federal  debt. 

In  April,  May,  and  June,  Congress  could  use  some 
of  the  $43.5  billion  to  help  189,000  children  and  their 
families  devastated  by  the  hurricanes  that  swept 
through  the  deep  South  two  years  ago  get  back  into 
their  homes,  schools,  and  communities.  The  rest  of 
the  money  could  be  spent  to  shore  up  the  levees  and 
rebuild  towns  and  cities  where  and  how  they  ought 
to  be  built. 

July  would  be  a  good  time  to  invest  in  education. 

Pell  Grants,  which  provide  support  for  very  low- 
income  students  who  are  ready  for  college,  could 
be  increased  to  meet  the  actual  costs  of  college.  For 
the  3.4  million  students  who  receive  Pell  Grants  and 
whose  family  income  is  less  than  $30,000  per  year, 
it  would  cost  an  additional  $13.4  billion  to  give  the 
money  they  actually  need  to  pay  for  an  average  year 
at  a  state  college. 

Using  just  the  funds  from  August,  Congress  could 
provide  health  insurance  to  all  9  million  children 
who  currently  don't  have  health  care. 

In  September,  Congress  could  invest  in  housing. 

One  month  of  Iraq  war  spending  would  provide  a 
substantial  investment  in  the  Housing  Trust  Fund, 
which  would  ensure  that  funds  are  available  to  pro¬ 
vide  affordable  housing  for  low-income  people. 

In  October,  November,  and  December,  Congress 
could  invest  $43.5  billion  in  the  development  of  green 
technologies  and  green  buildings,  subsidizing  solar, 
wind,  and  other  non-fossil-fuel  sources  of  energy. 

Realistically,  Congress  won't  end  all  funding  for  the 
war  and  occupation  of  Iraq  in  2008.  But  we  at  FCNL 
believe  candidates  for  political  office,  members  of 
Congress,  and  the  president  should  be  challenged  to 
acknowledge  the  ongoing  costs  of  war  both  at  home 
and  abroad.  ■ 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  February  2008 


Page  5 


The  Future  Costs  of  the  War 


The  cost  of  the  Iraq  war  is  piling  up  a  debt  for 
conring  generations.  But  the  money  borrowed  for 
direct  war  spending  is  only  half  of  the  equation. 
Over  the  next  six  decades,  the  U.S.  will  need  to 
spend  another  $750  billion  to  care  for  the  veterans 
already  wounded  in  this  war. 

Consider  Mike  Santos.*  He  was  a  recruiter's 
dream:  18  years  old,  athletic,  a  recent  high-school 
graduate,  motivated  to  serve  in  the  Army,  and 
immediately  available. 

After  the  first  hectic  weeks  of  training,  Mike  found 
himself  in  Iraq.  His  assignment  was  to  hunt  for 
improvised  explosive  devices,  or  lEDs.  Mike's  unit 
"ran  the  roads"  used  by  U.S.  convoys.  His  job  was  to 
find  and  destroy  the  lEDs. 

One  day,  the  lED  that  Mike  and  his  three  buddies 
were  hunting  for  found  them  before  they  found 
it.  Their  vehicle  flipped  over  from  the  force  of  the 
explosion.  Two  of  the  four  soldiers  lost  their  legs 
and  suffered  serious  burns. 

Mike  seemed  more  fortunate,  suffering  only  a 
loss  of  hearing.  He  was  returned  to  duty.  Then  he 
started  having  severe  headaches.  When  he  sought 
medical  care,  he  was  given  only  ordinary  pain 
killers. 

On  his  return  to  the  U.S.,  Mike  chose  not  to  re¬ 
enlist.  But  because  the  Army  rated  his  disability  at 
only  10  percent,  he  was  not  eligible  for  disability 
payments. 

Mike  turned  to  the  Veterans  Administration  for 
help.  Help  there  was — but  it  took  a  long  time  to 
finally  come.  In  the  meantime,  Mike's  headaches 
and  confusion  became  worse.  At  last  the  VA  made 
a  correct  diagnosis:  Mike  was  suffering  from  a 
traumatic  brain  injury. 

About  1.6  million  people  have  now  served  some 
time  in  the  U.S.  military  in  Iraq  or  Afghanistan. 

*While  Mike  is  a  fictional  character,  his  story  is  drawn 
from  real  stories  told  by  Iraq  war  veterans. 


The  Pentagon  reports  that  a  total  of  28,870  soldiers 
have  been  wounded  in  action  in  Iraq,  with  almost 
13,000  seriously  injured  and  not  returned  to  duty. 
The  VA's  estimates  are  much  higher.  Whatever  the 
exact  number,  many  people,  like  Mike,  will  return 
home  with  injuries  of  varying  kinds  and  severity. 

The  U.S.  will  spend  $750  billion  in  the  coming 
decades  to  care  for  the  veterans  already  wounded  in 
these  wars. 

Since  2002,  631,174  military  personnel  have  been 
discharged  from  the  military  and  are  entitled  to 
medical  care  in  the  VA  system  if  needed.  Approxi¬ 
mately  35  percent — or  263,909 — have  sought  care 
from  the  VA.  If  this  rate  continues,  about  350,000 
more  VA  patients  can  be  anticipated  from  the 
remaining  one  million  members  of  the  military  not 
yet  discharged,  according  to  calculations  by  Har¬ 
vard  University  Professor  Linda  Blimes. 

Many  veterans  will  need  years  of  treatment  from 
the  VA  after  they  return  home.  Battlefield  medi¬ 
cal  care  has  improved,  so  soldiers  with  multiple 
serious  injuries  are  more  likely  to  surv  ive  than  in 
previous  wars;  in  this  war,  90  percent  of  those  who 
are  wounded  survive.  But  their  injuries,  in  many 
cases,  require  long-term  care. 

Treating  and  supporting  injured  veterans  is  a 
national  responsibility  that  the  nation  is  not  yet 
prepared  to  meet.  As  of  2006,  medical  care  for  vet¬ 
erans  from  the  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  was 
costing  an  average  of  $2,607  per  veteran  per  year. 

Congress  is  acknowledging  the  current  costs  of 
these  expenditures  but  has  left  the  accrued  expens¬ 
es  off  the  books.  If  the  federal  government  worked 
like  private  industry,  the  total  U.S.  expenditures  to 
date  on  the  war  in  Iraq  would  be  $1.4  trillion  -  the 
direct  cost  of  war  already  appropriated  by  Con¬ 
gress  combined  with  the  accrued  liabilities  result¬ 
ing  from  veterans  already  wounded  as  of  Decem¬ 
ber  2007.  ■ 
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Questions  and  Answers  on  Immigration  Reform 


As  the  land  of  opportunity,  the  United  States  has 
historically  welcomed  those  "huddled  masses  yearn¬ 
ing  to  breathe  free."  Unfortunately,  a  broken  and 
poorly  regulated  system  has  allowed  the  population 
of  undocumented  immigrants  in  the  U.S.  to  double 
between  1994  and  2005. 

With  an  estimated  12  million  undocumented  immi¬ 
grants  now  in  the  U.S.,  calls  for  their  mass  deporta¬ 
tion  have  grown  louder.  The  public  debate  on  immi¬ 
gration  is  long  on  rhetoric  and  short  on  facts. 

Congress  is  unlikely  to  pass  real  immigration  reform 
legislation  in  2008,  but  changing  the  public  debate  on 
immigration  is  one  essential  precondition  for  passing 
comprehensive  legislation  in  the  next  Congress.  Here 
are  some  facts  about  immigration  reform; 

Could  the  United  States  really  deport  the  country's 
estimated  12  million  undocumented  immigrants? 

Officials  acknowledge  this  is  virtually  impossible.  In 
fiscal  year  (FY)  2006,  Immigration  Customs  Enforce- 

How  to  Tell  Your  Town 
the  Cost  of  War 

Taxpayers  in  Richmond,  Indiana  will  p)ay  $32.5 
million  for  the  Iraq  War  through  2007,  according 
to  the  National  Priorities  Project. 

For  the  same  amount  of  money,  the  U.S.  could 
have  provided 

■  30,867  homes  with  renewable  electricity,  or 

■  547  music  and  arts  teachers,  or 

■  4,566  scholarships  for  college  students,  or 

■  16,176  children  with  health  care. 

Find  out  what  your  town  is  spending  on 
the  war  in  Iraq  and  see  ideas  about  how  the 
money  might  be  spent  differently  at  The 
National  Priorities  Project  website: 
www.nationalpriorities.org 


ment  (ICE)  formally  deported  more  than  185,000 
immigrant — ^just  2  percent  of  the  number  of  undocu¬ 
mented  immigrants  estimated  to  be  in  the  U.S.  On 
any  given  day  in  FY  2006,  ICE  held  almost  20,000 
immigrants  in  detention  at  an  average  cost  to  taxpay¬ 
ers  of  $95  per  person  per  day. 

Detaining  and  deporting  12  million  individuals 
would  require  an  enormous  outlay  of  money  and 
manpower  and  would  leave  a  terrible  moral  stain 
on  the  entire  country.  Immigrants  in  this  country 
without  authorization  include  the  sick  and  elderly, 
pregnant  women,  and  those  escaping  torture 
abroad.  Five  million  children  in  the  United  States 
have  one  or  more  undocumented  parents,  and  three 
million  of  these  children  are  U.S.-born  citizens  who 
would  either  be  left  behind  or  be  deported  with 
their  parents. 

Do  undocumented  immigrants  living  in  the  United 
States  place  an  unfair  economic  burden  on  the  rest 
of  us? 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  undocumented  immi¬ 
grants  are  not  eligible  for  public  benefits  except 
emergency  health  services  and  public  schooling.  In 
addition,  the  1996  welfare  reform  law  prohibited 
even  legal  immigrants  from  using  public  benefits, 
including  social  security  income  or  food  stamps,  dur¬ 
ing  the  first  five  years  after  immigration. 

A  recent  U.S.  Department  of  Labor  study  noted 
that  the  perception  that  immigrants  take  jobs  away 
from  workers  in  the  U.S.  is  "the  most  persistent 
fallacy  about  immigration  in  popular  thought."  In 
fact,  immigrants  can  contribute  to  economic  growth 
through  the  investments  they  make  and  the  consum¬ 
er  goods  they  buy. 

We  at  FCNL  believe  a  new  immigration  policy 
should  establish  an  orderly,  equitable,  and  efficient 
system  that  unites  willing  and  needed  workers  with 
willing  employers,  respects  the  rights  of  all  immi¬ 
grants  and  workers,  and  provides  a  rational  and  fair 
path  to  citizenship.  ■ 
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Pentagon  Seeks  Exemption  from 
Human  Rights  Restrictions 


The  Bush  administration  is  asking  Congress  to 
approve  a  series  of  new,  permanent  programs  that 
could  greatly  increase  U.S.  military  aid  to  foreign 
countries  and  exempt  that  aid  from  restrictions 
intended  to  make  sure  the  U.S.  is  not  involved  in 
human  rights  abuses. 

The  cornerstone  of  this  effort  is  a  pilot  program 
begun  in  2006  known  as  "section  1206".  This  pro¬ 
gram  currently  permits  the  U.S.  military  to  spend  up 
to  $300  million  each  year  to  train  and  equip  foreign 
military  forces.  Under  this  program,  the  Pentagon 
determines  which  countries  will  receive  military  aid 
in  consultation  with  the  State  Department  and  after 
prior  notice  to  Congress.  The  stated  purpose  of  the 
program  is  to  allow  the  recipient  country  to  "con¬ 
duct  counterterrorist  operations  or  participate  in  or 
support  military'  and  stability  operations." 

Block  New  "1206"  Program 

Since  the  passage  of  the  Foreign  Assistance  Act  in 
1961,  both  civilian  and  military  aid  programs  have 
been  led  by  the  State  Department.  Congress  holds 
hearings  on  the  foreign  aid  budget  request  and  spec¬ 
ifies  restrictions  on  aid  to  particular  countries  via  the 
annual  appropriations  law,  usually  in  response  to 
credible  allegations  of  serious  human  rights  viola¬ 
tions,  nuclear  proliferation,  or  military  coup. 

In  recent  years,  the  Pentagon  has  successfully 
pressed  for  changes  in  law  to  allow  the  U.S.  military 
to  determine  which  countries  should  get  weapons 


Correction  to  January  Voting  Guide 

The  third  House  vote  in  our  January  2008  news¬ 
letter  was  incorrect.  The  newsletter  incorrectly 
lists  the  way  that  representatives  voted  on  an 
amendment  to  cut  missile  defense 

You  can  find  a  corrected  issue  of  the  newslet¬ 
ter  on  our  website  at  www.fcnl.org/pubs.  To 
request  a  corrected  copy  in  the  mail,  call  800- 
630-1330  and  leave  a  message  with  your  name 
and  address  in  the  Publications  mailbox. 


and  training.  At  least  nine  new  programs — includ¬ 
ing  section  1206 — have  been  established  in  the  laws 
funding  Pentagon  operations. 

The  net  result  is  the  creation  of  a  parallel  military 
aid  system — one  that  is  much  less  transparent  and 
much  less  prone  to  oversight  (read:  interference) 
by  Congress  and  the  public.  These  programs  in  the 
military  bills  have  already  resulted  in  a  doubling  of 
overall  U.S.  military  aid  to  other  countries. 


ACT  NOW.  We  at  FCNL  will  be  working  to  block 
the  Pentagon's  new  military  aid  program.  Find  out 
more  at  www.fcnl.org/  w'eapons. 


The  Pentagon  is  now  asking  Congress  to  grant 
permanent  authority  for  the  section  1206  program. 
Doing  so  would  mean  that  program  would  not  have 
to  be  renewed  every  year  or  two,  giving  Congress 
much  less  ability  to  watch  over  and  end  the  pro¬ 
gram  if  it  saw  problems.  The  military  also  wants  to 
increase  the  amount  of  aid  it  is  authorized  to  pro¬ 
vide  in  this  program  to  $750  million  a  year  and  have 
the  ability  to  waive  human  rights  or  other  restric¬ 
tions.  At  the  present  time,  no  1206  aid  may  be  given 
to  a  country  that  is  prohibited  from  receiving  similar 
aid  in  any  U.S.  law.  ■ 


Provide  Indians  with 
Adequate  Health  Care 

The  Indian  Health  Care  Improvement  Act 
(IHCIA)  addresses  disparities  between  health 
care  available  to  Native  Americans  and  the  rest 
of  the  population.  Congress  last  updated  the 
legislation  in  1992. 

Legislation  (S.  12(X))  to  update  Indian  health 
care,  to  include  mental  health  services,  long 
term  care,  and  hospice  was  pending  as  this 
newsletter  went  to  press. 

Urge  Congress  to  act  this  year: 
www.fcnl.org/  nativeam 
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Banning  Torture  in  2008 


The  military  appropriations  bill  the  president  signed 
into  law  in  November  2007  includes  a  ban  on  the  use 
of  torture.  A  similar  provision  in  the  omnibus  appro¬ 
priation  bill  that  the  president  signed  in  December 
prohibits  the  use  of  money  to  "support  or  justify  the 
use  of  torture,  cruel  or  inhumane  treatment  by  any 
official  or  contract  employee  of  the  United  States 
government." 

But  a  temporary  ban  in  a  funding  bill  is  not  enough. 
The  New  York  Times  reports  that,  in  2005,  the  Justice 
Department  approved  secret  memos  authorizing  the 
combined  use  of  several  cruel  interrogation  tactics 
such  as  waterboarding,  head  slapping,  and  frigid 
temperatures.  And,  in  December  2007,  the  C.I.A. 
acknowledged  destroying  two  video  tapes  docu¬ 
menting  the  harsh  interrogation  and  waterboarding 
of  two  alleged  al  Qaeda  operatives. 

We  at  FCNL  see  several  legislative  opportunities  in 
2008  to  persuade  Congress  to  ban  torture  for  good. 
But,  as  of  January  2008,  members  of  the  Senate  have 
not  been  able  to  secure  the  60  votes  necessary  to  per¬ 
manently  ban  the  use  of  torture  by  anyone  employed 
by  the  U.S.  government.  A  number  of  bills  have 
been  introduced  to  reinstate  court  review  of  detainee 
cases  and  close  the  Department  of  Defense  facility  at 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba.  Here's  a  snapshot  of  some: 

Senators  Dianne  Feinstein  (CA)  and  Representative 
Jane  Harman  (CA)  introduced  legislation  to  require 
the  president  to  close  Guantanamo  (S.  1249  /  H.R. 
2212). 


Senator  Christopher  Dodd  (CT)  introduced  the 
Restoring  the  Constitution  Act  of  2007  (S.  576),  which 
would  restore  habeas  corpus  protections  to  detainees 
and  reaffirm  that  cruel,  inhuman,  and  degrading 
treatment  by  interrogators  constitutes  a  war  crime. 

Senators  Arlen  Specter  (PA)  and  Patrick  Leahy 
(VT)  introduced  the  Habeas  Corpus  Restoration  Act 
of  2007  (S.  185),  which  would  reinstate  habeas  cor¬ 
pus  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  courts  stripped  away 
by  the  Military  Commissions  Act  of  2006.  This  legis¬ 
lation  has  attracted  the  most  bipartisan  support,  with 
both  Senators  Richard  Lugar  (IN)  and  Chuck  Hagel 
(NE)  voting  in  favor  of  the  bill  when  it  was  offered 
on  the  floor.  But  the  legislation  failed  to  win  suf- 
fici'^nt  support  in  2007  to  pass  the  Senate.  Senators 
Specter  and  Leahy  have  promised  to  keep  trying  to 
•.’ir  issage  of  their  measure. 

The  U.S.  military,  in  the  2006  U.S.  Army  Field  Manu¬ 
al,  explicitly  outlawed  "cruel,  inhumane  and  degrad¬ 
ing"  treatment  of  detainees  and  named  Common 
Article  3  of  the  Geneva  Conventions  as  the  standard 
for  interrogation  conduct.  Lawmakers  made  several 
attempts  last  year  to  require  all  U.S.  government 
agencies  to  abide  by  the  restrictions  in  the  Army 
Field  Manual,  including  most  recently  in  the  Intel¬ 
ligence  Authorization  bill. 

We  at  FCNL  will  be  working  with  other  organiza¬ 
tions  to  press  for  passage  of  a  permanent  ban  on  tor¬ 
ture,  without  exception.  ■ 
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